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³7KH)DWKHU¶V*RRG3OHDVXUH´  
(Luke  12:32-33)  
Rev.  David  K.  Groth  

³)HDUQRWOLWWOHIORFNIRULWLV\RXU)DWKHU¶VJRRGSOHDVXUHWR
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the
QHHG\´(Luke 12:32-33).

Collect  of  the  Day  
Almighty  and  merciful  God,  it  is  by  Your  grace  that  we  
live  as  Your  people  who  offer  acceptable  service.    Grant  
that  we  may  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight,  in  the  way  
that  leads  to  eternal  life;;  through  Jesus  Christ,  Your  
Son,  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  You  and  the  
Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now  and  forever.    Amen  
In the early church, different regions of the church
gravitated toward different Gospels. Churches in the
western part of the Roman Empire seem to have preferred
Matthew, while those in the east seem to have favored
Mark and John. What no one has yet found is evidence of
a similar geographical fondness for Luke ( The Origins of
the Liturgical Year, Talley, Thomas, 1986). Scholars have
QRH[SODQDWLRQIRUWKLV%XWLI,ZHUHDEHWWLQJPDQ,¶G
guess that for many of the early Christians (and probably a
IDLUQXPEHURI/XWKHUDQVWRGD\ /XNH¶V*RVSHOFXWVDOLWWOH
too close to the bone. Luke seems to delight in accentuatLQJWKHPRVWFKDOOHQJLQJRI-HVXV¶WHDFKLQJVDQGSDUDEOHV
Have you noticed how difficult the Gospel readings have
been these past eleven weeks? They push us outside our
comfort zones. Think back.
A few weeks ago we heard the parable of the Good
Samaritan-where those highly respected religious leaders, a
priest and a Levite, pass by the guy lying half dead in the
middle of the road, while a Samaritan, a theological half
breed, from whom no one expects anything good, he does
what needs to be done for the man, however inconvenient
or expensive.
After that, we heard about the dispute between
Martha and Mary, where Mary sits and is rewarded and
Martha is rebuked for working hard.
Last week we had the parable of the Rich Fool,
ZKHUHDULFKPDQ¶VVRXOZDVUHTXLUHGRIKLP+HKDGGRQH
QRWKLQJLOOHJDO,W¶VMXVWWKDWKHZDVQRW³ULFKWRZDUG*RG´
/XNH¶V*RVSHOLVDWRXJKUHDG1H[WZHHNZH¶OO
KHDU-HVXVVD\³'R\RXWKLQN,KDYHFRPHWRJLYHSHDFH
RQHDUWK"1R,WHOO\RXEXWUDWKHUGLYLVLRQ´ /N 
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7KHZHHNDIWHUWKDW³'HSDUWIURPPH´WKHPDVWHU
says to those who desperately want to get in. He callously
UHVLJQVWKHPWRWKHSODFHRI³ZHHSLQJDQGJQDVKLQJRI
WHHWK´
7KHZHHNDIWHUWKDW³ZKHQ\RXKDYHDGLQQHUGRQRW
invite your friends or relatives or rich neighbors. Invite the
SRRUWKHFULSSOHG´WKRVHZKRFDQQRWUHSD\\RXLQDQ\
way.
Reading Luke is like poking through a bee hive in
nothing but your swim suit.
,QODVWZHHN¶V*RVSHOOHVVRQDPDQLQWKHFURZGVDLG
WR-HVXV³7HDFKHUWHOOP\EURWKHUWRGLYLGHWKHLQKHULWDQFH
ZLWKPH´7KDWODXQFKHG-HVXVRQWRWKHWRSLFRIJUHHGDQG
SRVVHVVLRQVPRQH\DQGLQFRPH7KLVZHHN¶V*RVSHOOHVVRQ
LVDFRQWLQXDWLRQRIWKDWGLVFRXUVH,W¶VWKHVDPHWRSLFEXW
IURPDOLWWOHGLIIHUHQWDQJOH,W¶VDERXWWKHIHDUHDFKRIXVKDV
WKDWZH¶OOUXQRXWRIZKDWZHQHHGWKDWWKHUHZRQ¶WEH
enough.
7KHOHVVRQEHJLQVZLWKDZRUGRIFRPIRUW³'RQRW
EHDIUDLG´,WGRHVQ¶WFRPHWKURXJKLQWKH(QJOLVKWUDQVODWLRQ
YHU\ZHOOEXWWKH*UHHNVD\VVRPHWKLQJOLNH³'RQRWNHHS
RQEHLQJDIUDLG´³'RQRWNHHSZRUU\LQJDERXW\RXUOLIH
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. . .
Consider the ravens: they do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much
more valuable you are than birds! Consider how the lilies
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If
God so clothes the grass, which is alive today and dead
WRPRUURZKRZPXFKPRUHZLOOKHFORWKH\RX´
6RIDUVRJRRG0RVWRIXVGRQ¶WVXIIHUIRUZDQWRI
food or clothing. Therefore they are not on the top of our
list of fears. So we got out of that one mostly unscathed.
Unless, that is, you are disgusted with your wardrobe, and it
worries you; well then, that text likely gave you some minor
flesh wounds.
%XWWKHUH¶VPRUH-HVXVLVQ¶WILQLVKHG³)HDUQRW
OLWWOHIORFNIRULWLV\RXU)DWKHU¶VJRRGSOHDVXUHWRJLYH\RX
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WKHNLQJGRP´([FHOOHQW7KDW¶V*RRG1HZV7KDWZRXOG
EHDJRRGSODFHWRVD\³$PHQ´DQGZHFRXOGDOOJRKRPHDV
VPXJEXWKDSS\VLQQHUV%XWWKHUH¶VPRUH7KHYHU\QH[W
OLQH³VHOO\RXUSRVVHVVLRQVDQGJLYHWRWKHQHHG\´ 7KDW
RQHKXUWVZH¶OOKDYHWRFRPHEDFNWRLW $QGWKHYHU\ODVW
OLQH³)RUZKHUH\RXUWUHDVXUHLVWKHUH\RXUKHDUWZLOOEH
DOVR´7KDWLVIROORZWKHPRQH\WUDFNKRZ\RXVSHQG\RXU
PRQH\DQG\RX¶OOOHDUQZKDW¶VUHDOO\LPSRUWDQWWR\RXDQG
ZKDW¶VQRWDOOWKDWLPSRUWDQWWR\RX,V*RGLPSRUWDQWWR
you? Is helping a neighbor important? You can say what
you want, because words are cheap, but the real truth is
found somewhere within the ledger of your checkbook. That
one hurts. As people in the south like to say of their pastors,
³KHMXVWZHQWIURPSUHDFKLQ¶WRPHGGOLQ¶´
We could linger on this verse for a while, but that
ZRXOGPDNHWKLVVHUPRQWRRPXFKRIDUHSHDWRIODVWZHHN¶V
sermon. Last week in Luke 12 Jesus warned us about greed
preventing us from being rich toward God. This week Luke
LVDOLWWOHGLIIHUHQW+H¶VZDUQLQJXVDERXWWKHIHDUVZHDOO
KDYHWKDWWKHUHZRQ¶WEHHQRXJKWKDWLWZLOOEHWDNHQIURP
XVRUZH¶OOUXQRXW
One of my members in St. Louis was a hoarder. She
had become homebound due to health problems. I rang the
doorbell and she called me in. There was stuff piled high
everywhere, with thin trails meandering their way through:
paper towels and clothing and old canned food and
newspapers and cardboard boxes full of who knows what.
She was so ashamed and kept apologizing. We visited some
about it. It had created problems with her children. At the
root of it all was fear. . . fear that she might need it in the
IXWXUHIHDUWKDWVKHPLJKWWKURZDZD\VRPHWKLQJWKDW¶V
YDOXDEOHIHDUWKDWVKHPLJKWUXQRXWRIVRPHWKLQJ,WZDVQ¶W
greed that motivated her hoarding. It was fear.
,ZRQGHULIWKDW¶VQRWWKHSULPDU\PRWLYHIRUXVDOOLQ
filling our lives with stuff: not greed, but fear. Fear that
ZH¶OOUXQRXWWKHUHZRQ¶WEHHQRXJKWKDWZH¶OOHQGXS
GHVWLWXWHDQGGHSHQGHQW0D\EHZH¶UHDOOG\VIXQFWLRQDO
KRDUGHUVWRDOHVVHUH[WHQWIRUVXUHEXWPD\EHZH¶UHDOO
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RQWKDWVDPHFRQWLQXXP7KDWLVZH¶UHDOOLQWKHEXVLQHVVRI
WU\LQJWRVHFXUHRXURZQIXWXUHDVDKHGJHDJDLQVW*RG¶V
SURPLVHWRWDNHFDUHRIXV-XVWLQFDVH*RGGRHVQ¶WSXOO
WKURXJKZH¶UHJRLQJWRKDYHDVDIHW\QHWLQSODFHDVDIHW\
net of stuff that we can use or sell in a pinch. This craving to
hoard not only puts stuff in place of God (which is called
idolatry), but it also totally disregards the needs of others.
With one sentence, Jesus has an antidote for both the idolatry
DQGWKHQHJOHFW³6HOO\RXUSRVVHVVLRQVDQGJLYHWRWKH
QHHG\´
:KHQ,ILUVWORRNHGDWWKDW,WKRXJKW³7KDWPXVWEH
K\SHUEROH´WKHXVHRIH[DJJHUDWLRQWRDGGHPSKDVLV%XW
DIWHUKDYLQJVWHZHGRQWKDWYHUVHWKLVSDVWZHHN,¶PQR
ORQJHUVRVXUH,W¶VFHUWDLQO\FRQVLVWHQWZLWKZKDW-RKQWKH
%DSWLVWWDXJKW³$QGWKHFURZGVDVNHGKLPµ:KDWWKHQVKDOO
ZHGR"¶$QGKHDQVZHUHGWKHPµ:KRHYHUKDVWZRWXQLFVLV
to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to
GROLNHZLVH¶´0RUHRYHU-HVXVVDLGWKHVDPHWKLQJWRWKDW
ULFKUXOHU³6HOO\RXUVWXIIDQGJLYHWKHPRQH\WRWKH
SRRU´ 0W ,Q/XNHFKDSWHUVL[-HVXVVD\V³*LYHWR
HYHU\RQHZKREHJVIURP\RX´$QGLWZDVDOVRWKHSUDFWLFH
RIWKHHDUO\&KULVWLDQV³7KH\KDGHYHU\WKLQJLQFRPPRQ
7KHUHZDVQRWDQHHG\SHUVRQDPRQJWKHP´ $FWVII 
The early Christians shared with one another, but not in the
same way as the failed communist experiments of the last
century. Here there is no compulsion or involvement of the
State ± only believers are affected, and only goods are
shared, not their production.
³6HOO\RXUSRVVHVVLRQVDQGJLYHWRWKHQHHG\´
1RWLFHKHGRHVQ¶WVD\VHOO all your possessions, give
everything as alms. If that were put into practice, all
believers themselves would soon need alms. But he does
VD\³6HOO\RXUSRVVHVVLRQVDQGJLYHWRWKHQHHG\´/LYH
VLPSO\VRRWKHUVPD\VLPSO\OLYH$QGLW¶VQRWMXVWIRUWKHP
Giving it away tears down the idol.
,QWKHHQGZHFDQ¶WWDNHLWZLWKXVULJKW"%\JLYLQJ
LWDZD\QRZZH¶UHRQO\KDVWHQLQJZKDWZLOOKDSSHQRQHGD\
later. But by giving it away now, you can at least choose to
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GLUHFWLW:LQVWRQ&KXUFKLOORQFHVDLG³:HPDNHDOLYLQJE\
ZKDWZHGREXWZHPDNHDOLIHE\ZKDWZHJLYH´*LYHLW
away, your heart, your mind, your time, your money, your
stuff . . . and see what kind of abundance you receive in
return.
All the things we possess have been given us by God
QRWMXVWIRURXURZQEHQHILWEXWDOVRIRURXUQHLJKERU¶V,W¶V
a different way of looking at things. Go home and look at
\RXUVWXIIDQGDVN³+RZPLJKWWKLVEHXVHGLQVHUYLFHRIP\
QHLJKERU"´6WDUWZLWKWKHFDU&DQ\RXJLYHVRPHRQHDULGH
to church, or to a medical appointment? How about that
overstuffed pantry; might some of it be boxed up and taken
to the food pantry? Or maybe invite that lonely, awkward
neighbor over for dinner? Those seldom used things in
storage, consider taking this passage very literally and selling
them and using the money to send a child to a Lutheran
VFKRROLQWKH'RPLQLFDQ5HSXEOLFRUWRJLYHD\HDU¶VZRUWK
of meals to a family in Ethiopia.
After all, your security in this life and for the life to
come does not depend on the stuff you own. All that we
have, our very lives, is a gift from God, who in his infinite
care, created the universe and continues to provide faithfully.
+H¶VQRWVLWWLQJEDFNSDVVLYHO\ZDWFKLQJLWXQUDYHO1RLI
he attends to the needs of the ravens (thieves and murderers
among the birds), how much more will he attend to you and
me! He has numbered even the hairs on your head.
7KHUHIRUHRXUVHFXULW\OLHVLQ*RG¶VIDLWKIXOQHVVQRWLQWKH
stuff with which we surround ourselves.
³)HDUQRWOLWWOHIORFNIRULWLV\RXU)DWKHU¶VJRRG
SOHDVXUHWRJLYH\RXWKHNLQJGRP´,ORYHWKDWZRUG³JLYH´
PRUHWKDQDQ\RWKHU³,WLV\RXU)DWKHU¶VJRRGSOHDVXUHWR
give \RXWKHNLQJGRP´7KDW¶VWKHEHVWQHZVRQHDUWKLVQ¶W
LW",WPHDQVWKRXJKZHGRQ¶WGHVHUYHLWDQGFDQQRWHDUQLW
yet God has chosen to give the kingdom of heaven to us. He
did this through his Son Jesus on the cross, and all we can do
gladly receive it by faith.
<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRGRDQ\WKLQJWREHVDYHG<RX
GRQ¶WKDYHWRVHOODOO\RXUSRVVHVVLRQVDQGEHFRPHGHVWLWXWH
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<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRSHUIRUPVRPHKHURLFGHHG<RXGRQ¶W
even have to believe every part of the Bible to be saved.
*RGUHDOO\GRHVQ¶WQHHGDQ\WKLQJIURP\RX<RXUQHLJKERUV
are a different story, they have needs and you have gifts to
VKDUHEXWVWLOO\RXUVDOYDWLRQGRHVQ¶WGHSHQGRQZKDW\RX
give them. Your salvation depends on him. And he has
SURPLVHG³,WLV\RXU)DWKHU¶VJRRGSOHDVXUHWRJLYH\RXWKH
NLQJGRP´7KDQNVEHWR*RG$PHQ
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